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S P E 



a. Theoretical; notional; ideal; not practical. 

Some take it for a fpeculative platform, that tea (bn and na¬ 
ture would that the bed fliould govern, but no wife to create 
a right. Bacon s holy War. 

Speculative ly. atlv. [from fpeculative.] 

1. Contemplatively; with meditation. 

2. Ideally; notionally; theoretically; not praCtically. 
Speculator, tt.f. [from /peculate.] 

1. One who forms theories. 

He is dexterous in puzzling others, if they be not through¬ 
paced /peculators in thofe great theories. More. 

2. [Speculateur, French.J Anobfervcr; a contemplator. 

Although lapidaries and qucltuary enquirers affirm it, yet 
the writers of minerals, and natural Jpeculators , conceive the 
ftones which bear this name to be a mineral concretion. Brown. 

3. A fpy; a watcher. 

All the boats had one Jspeculator , to give notice when the 
fifh approached. Broome’s Notes on the Odyfjey. 

Speculatory. adj. [from/peculate.] Exercifing fpeculation. 
SPE'CULUM. 71.J. [Latin.] A mirrour; a Iooking-glafs; 
that in which reprefentations are formed by reflection. 

A rough and coloured object may ferve for a fpeculum, to 
reflect the artificial rainbow. Boyle on Colours. 

Sped. The preterite and part, palfive of /peed. 

His horfe full of windgalls, fped with the fpavins, and rayed 
with the yellows. Sbakefpeare. 

Barbarofla, fped of that he defired, ftaid not long at Con- 
ftantinople, but fhaped his courfe towards Italy. Knolles. 
With all his harnefs foon the god was fped j 
His flying hat, wings on his heels. Drydcn. 

Speech- n.f [from /peak.] 

1. T he power of articulate utterance; the power of exprefling 
thoughts by vocal words. 

There is none comparable to the variety of inftruClive ex- 
preflions by fpeech, wherewith a man alone is endowed, for the 
communication of his thoughts. Holder on Speech. 

Though otfr ideas are firft acquired by various fenfations 
and reflections, yet we convey them to each other by the means 
of certain founds, or written marks, which we call words; 
and a great part of our knowledge is both obtained and com¬ 
municated by thefe means, which are called fpeech. Watts. 

2. Language ; words confidered as exprefling thoughts. 

In fpeech be eight parts. Accidence. 

The aifts of God to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. Milton. 

3. Particular language as diftinCt from others. 

There is neither fpeech nor language, but their voices are 
heard among tl cm. Pf. Common Prayer. 

4. Any thing fpoken. 

A plague upon your epileptick vifage! 

Smile you my fpeecbes as I were a fool. Shalefp. K. Lear. 

5. Talk; mention. 

The duke did of me demand 
What was the fpeech among the Londoners, 

Concerning the French journey. Sbakefpeare. 

Speech of a man’s felf ought to be feldom. Bacon's Effays. 

6. Oration ; harangue. 

The con flam defign of thefe orators, in all their fpeecbes , 
was to drive fome one particular point. Swift. 

7. Liberty to fpeak. 

I, with leave of fpeech implor’d, reply’d. Milton. 

Spe'echless. adj. [from fpeech.] 

1. Deprived of the power of fpeaking; made mute or dumb. 

He fell down, foam’d at mouth, and was Jpecchlefs. Shakefp. 
The great god Pan hath broken his pipes, and Apollo's 
priefts are become Jpeechlefs. Raleigh. 

A Angle vifion tranfports them: it finds them in the eager- 
nefs and height of their devotion; they are fpcecblefs for the 
time that it continues, and proftrate when it departs. Drydcn. 
Spcechlefs with wonder, and half dead with fear. Addifon. 

2. Mute; dumb. 

I kneel’d before him; 

’Twas very faintly he faid rife: difmifs’d me 
Thus, with his fpcecblefs hand. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

From her eyes 

I did receive fair fpeechlefs meflages. Sbakefpeare. 

He that never hears a word fpoken, it is no wonder he re¬ 
main fpeechlefs ; as any one muft do, who from an infant Ihould 
be bred up among mutes. Holder's Elements of Speech. 

To SPEED, v.n. pret. and part, pafi'.JjW and fpteded. [ fpoeden , 
Dutch. ] 

To make hafie; to move with celerity. 

So well they fped that they be come at length 
Unto the place whereas thePaynim lay. 

Devoid of outward fenfc and native ftrength, 

Covered with charmed cloud from view of day. Fa. Queen. 
I)oyou think me a fwallow, an arrow, or a bullet? Have 
I, in my poor and cold motion, the expedition of thought ? 
I fpeeded hither with the very extreme!! inch of poflibility. Shak. 
If pray’rs 

Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would /peed before thee, and be louder heard. Alilton. 



See where Id wall fpeeds ! a trufly foldier. A.Phi'it 
[Spebran, to grow rich, Saxon.] To have fuccefs. ^ ’ 
Make me not flighted like thebafilifle: 

I’ve look’d on thoufands, who have fped the better 
By my regard, but kill’d none fo. Shakefp. Winter's Ted 
Now if this fuit lay in Bianca’s pow’r, 

How quickly (hould you fpeed. Sbakefpeare 

Macicaus (hewed them what an offence it was ralhly to de¬ 
part out of the city, which might be unto them dangerous" 
although they fliould fpeed never fo well. Knolles 

When firft this tempter crofs’d the gulph from hell 
I told you then he fliould prevail, and Jpced 
In his bad errand. Milton 

Thefe were violators of the firft temple, and thofe that pro¬ 
faned and abufed the fecond fed no better. 

. To have any condition good or bad. 

Ships heretofore in leas like fifties fped, 

The mightieft ftill upon the fmalleit fed. 

To Speed, v. a. 

To difpatch in hafte. 

The tyrant’s felf, a thing unufed, began 
To feel his heart relent with meer compaflion; 

But not difpos’d to ruth or mercy then, 

He jped him thence home to his habitation. 

To furnifh in hafte. 

To difpatch ; to deftroy ; to kill. 

With a fpeeding thruft his heart he found ; 

The lukewarm bluod came rufliingthro’ the wound. Dryd. 

A dire dilemma ! either way I’m fped ; 

If foe-, they write; if friends, they read me dead. 

To mifehief; to ruin. 

To haften; to put into quick motion, 
tihe. 

Hearing fo much, will fpeed her foot again. 

Led hither by pure love. Sb./kcfp. Alt’s well that ends well. 

Satan, tow’rd the coaft of earth beneath, 

Down from th’ ecliptick fped with hop’d fuccefs, 

Throws his fteep flight in many an airy wheel. Milton. 
The prieft reply’d no more. 

But fped his fteps along the hoarfe refounding ftiore. Drydcn. 
To execute; to difpatch 

Judicial aCts arc all thofe writings and matters which re¬ 
late to judicial proceedings, and are fped in open court at the 
inftance of one or both of the parties. Ayliffc's Parisen. 

To aflift; to help forward. 

Lucina 

Reach’d her midwife hands to freed the throws. Dryden. 

Propitious Neptune fleer’d their courfe by night 
With rifling gales, that fped their happy flight. Drydcn. 

Speed the loft intercourfe from foul to foul. 

And waft a figh from Indus to the Pole. P'pt. 

To make profperous. 

If any bring not this doCtrine, receive him not into your 
lioufe, neither bid him God fpeed. 

Timon is flirunk, indeed ; 

And he, that’s once deny’d, will hardly fpeed. 

Speed, n.f. [ fpoed , Dutch.] 

1. Quicknefs; celerity. 

Earth receives 

As tribute, luch a fumlefs journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpeed , her warmth and light; 

Speed 1 to deferibe whofe fwihnefs number fails. • Afhtn. 
We obferve the horfe’s patient fervice at the ploug > 
his fpeed upon the highway, his dociblenefs, and delire 0 
glory. 

2. Hafte; hurry; difpatch. . .... , 

When they flrain to their utmoft fpeed, there is *“• 1 
wonted diftance between them and their aims: all their 
purfuits bring them no acquefts. d ecay of uty. 

The courfe or pace of a horfe. 

He that rides at high fpeed , and with a piftol, kills a [ ,arr ° 
flying. Shakefp. Hrnj^ 

Succefs; event. 

The prince your Con, with mere conceit and fear 
Of the queen’s fpeed, is gone. _ 1 n. 

O Lord, I pray thee fend me good fpeed. Gen. x - x1 ' - 
Spe'edily. adv. [from fpeedy.] With hafte; quick). 

Po ttfpeedily to your hufband, L 

Shew him this letter. Shakefp. King u 

Send fpccdily to Bertran; charge him ftrictiy 

Not to proceed. 

Spe'ediness. n.f. [from fpeedy.] 

fpeedy. . . , 

Spe'edwell. n.f [veronica, Latin. ] Flucllm. rA ’fone 
The leaves grow oppofitc by pairs: the calyx con > 3 

leaf, which is divided into four parts, expanding m o 
ftar: the flower confifts of one leaf, divided wto 
ments, expanding in a circular order: when the ow tff0 
the ovary becomes a membranacet us fruit, div ice • ^ 
cells, fhaped like an heart, and filled with (eCti h., 
final), and at other times large and thick. 1 

In 


St. Pent. 


Samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lang 


S P E 

r . frarcitv in Silefia a rumour was fpread of its raining 
fec d . but ’twas found to be only the feeds of the tvy- 
T^fcedw'll, or final, henbit. Derham’s Phyfico-Theohgy 
SpeVdy. V [from fpeed.] Quick; fwift; nimble; quick of 
difpatch. ncar ' s the other army ? 

_Near, and on fpeedy foot: the main defery 

Stands on the hourly thought. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Back with (peedirji fail 
Zophiel, of cherubim the fwifteft wing. 

Came flying. L u Milton s Paradfe Lofl. 

Let it be enough what thou halt done. 

When fpotted deaths ran arm’d through ev’ry ftreet, 

With poifon’d darts, which not the good could fliun. 

The fpeedy could outfly, or valiant meet. Dryden. 

SPELL- n.f [j-pcl, Saxon, a word.] 

, A charm confuting of fome words of occult power. Thus 
’ Horace ufes words: 

Sunt verba fcf voces quibus hunc lemre del.ran 
Pojfts. 

Start not; her actions (hall be holy : 

You hear my fpell is lawful: do not fliun her, 

Until you fee her die again ; for then 

You kill her double. Shakefp. Winter's Ta'e. 

Some have delivered the polity of fpirits, that they ftand in 
awe of charms, fpells, and conjurations, letters, characters, 
notes, and dallies. Brown's Vidgar Errours. 

Thou durft not thus difparagc glorious arms. 

Had not fpells 

And black enchantments, fome magician’s art. 

Arm’d thee or charm’d thee ftrong. Miltons Agonifles. 
Begin, begin, the mvftick fpell prepare. Milton. 

Yourfelf you fo excel. 

When you vouchfafe to breathe my thought. 

That like a fpirit with this fpell 
Of my own teaching, I am caught. Waller. 

Mild Lucina 

Then reach’d her midwife hands to fpeed the throes, 

And fpoke the po'f/'xt\s\fpells that babes to birth difclofe. Dry. 
2. A turn of work. 

Their toil is fo extreme as they cannot endure it above four 
hours in a day, but are fucceeded by fpells: the refidue of the 
time they wear out at coytes and kayles. Carew. 

To Spell, v. a. [ fpellcn , Dutch.] 

1. To write with the proper letters. 

In the criticifm of Jpeliing, the word ft tire ought to be with 
i, and not with y ; and if this be fo, then it is falfe fpelled 
throughout. Dryden’s Juvenal, Dedication. 

2 . To read by naming letters fingly. 

I never yet faw man. 

How wife, how noble, young, how rarely featur’d, 

But (he would fpell him backward; if fair fac’d. 

She’d fwear the gentleman fliould be her fifter. Shakefp. 

3. To charm. 

I have you fall: 

Unchain your fpirits now with fpelling charms, 

And try if they can gain your liberty. Shak. Henry VI. 

This gather’d in the planetary hour. 

With noxious weeds, and Jpell'd with words of pow’r, 

Dire ftepdames in the magick bowl infufe. Dryden. 

To Spell. v. n. 

1. To form words of letters. 

What finall knowledge was, in them did dwell; 

And he a god, who could but read or fpell. Dryden. 

By parting on the vowels and confonants on the fides of 
four dice, he has made this a play for his children, whereby 
his eldeft fon in coats, has played himfelf into fpelling. Locke. 

The Latin, being written of the fame character with the 
mother-tongue, by the afliftance of a fpelling book, it is le- 
8*kle. _ Spectator. 

Another caufe, which hath maimed our language, is a 
foolifh opinion that we ought to fpell exactly as we fpeak. Swift. 

2. To read. 

If I read aught in heav’n. 

Or hcay’n write aught of fate, by what the liars, 
Voluminous or fingle characters, 

In their conjunction met, give me to fpell. 

Sorrows and labours, opposition, hate. 

Attends thee. Milton’s Paradife Lofl. 

When gowns, not arms, repell’d 
The fierce Epirote, and the African bold, 

Whether to fettle peace, or to unfold 
I he drift of hollow ftates, hard to be fpell’d. Mi’ton 

And may at laft my weary age 
lind out the peaceful hermitage. 

Where I may fit and rightly Jpelt 
Of every ftar that heav’n doth (hew, 

And every herb that ftps the dew. Mi!ten> 

3- I o read unfkilfully. 

As to his understanding, they bring him in void of all no- 

In !\ a // Ude Un ,V? en b ' ank 5 fent int ‘> ‘he world only to read 
a.idJfr//outa God in the works of creation. South. 
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To Spelt, v. n. To fplit ; to break. A bad word. 

Feed geefe with oats, jPelted beans, barley-meal, or ground 
malt mixed with beer. Mortimer’s Hufbandry. 

Spe'lter. n.f. A kind of femi-metal. . 

Metals in fufion do not flame for want of a copious fume, 
except fpelter, which fumes copioufly, and thereby flames Newt. 
To SPEND, v. a. [ypenban, Saxon; fpendcre , Italian.] 

1. To confume ; to exhauft; to lay out. 

Our cannons malice vainly (hall be/pent . 

Awainft th’ invulnerable clouds. Shake,peart. 

I will very gladly fpend and b cfpent for you. 2 Gor. x 11. 15. 
There is oil in the dwelling of the wife, but a foolilh man 
fpendeth it up. Prov.xx .. 20. 

We muft exafperate 

Th’ almighty Vidor to fpend all his rage. Milton. 

Thus labour could at firft begin a title of property in the 
common things of nature, and /pending it upon our ufes bound 

- ^ LtOCKC* 

Money is brought into England by nothing but /pending 
here lefs of foreign commodities than what we carry to market 
can pay for. " Locke ' 

2 . To beftow as expcnce; to expend. 

Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which is not bread i 

If. lv. 2. 

Eleutherius, perceiving that he was unwilling to fpend any 
more time upon the debate, thought not fit to make any men¬ 
tion to him of the propofed opinion. Boyle. 

3. To effufe. 

Coward dogs 

Moft fpend their mouths, when what they feem to threaten 
Runs far before them. Shake/. Henry V. 

4. To fquander; to lavifh. 

They bend their bows, they whirl their flings around ; 
Heaps of lpent arrows fall, and (trew the ground. Dryden. 
The whole of our reflections terminate in this, what courfe 
wc are to take to pafs our time; fome to get, and others to 
Jpcnd their eftates. Wake. 

5. To pafs. 

When we can intreat an hour to ferve. 

Would fpend it in fome words upon that buiinefs. 

If you would grant the time. Shake/. AAacbeth. 

They fpend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down 
to the grave. f°h xx '- * 3 ' 

He fpends his life with his wife, and remembercth neither 
father nor mother. 1 Efd<\ iv. 21. 

When he was of riper years, for his farther accomplifh- 
ment, he /pent a confidcrablc part of his time in travelling. P ope. 

6. Towafte; to wear out. 

In thofe paftoral paftimes a great many days were /pent, to 
follow their flying predecefiors. Sidney. 

The waves afeended and defeended, ’till their violence being 
Jpent by degrees, they fettled at laft. Burnet’s ‘Theo. of the Earth. 
The winds are rais’d, the dorm blows high; 

Be it your care, my friends, to keep it up 
In its full fury, and direCt it right, 

’rill it has /pent itfelf on Cato’s head. Addifon’s Cato. 

7. To fatigue; toharrafs. 

Nothing but only the hope of fpoil did relieve them, having 
fcarce clothes to cover their nakednefs, and their bodies /pent 
with long labour and third. Knolles’s Hiflory of the Turks. 

Or come your (hipping in our ports to lay, 

Spent and difabled in fo long a way ? Dryden's /En. 

Our walls are thinly mann’d, our bed men (lain; 

The reft, an heartlefs number, /pent with watching. 

And harrafs’d out with duty. Drydcn. 

Som e [pent with toil, fome with dcfpair opprefs’d, 

Leap’d headlong from the heights, the flames confum’d the 
reft. Dryden s /En. 

Thou oft haft feen me 

Wrcftling with vice and faCtion; now thou fee’ll me 
Spent, overpower’d, defpairingof fuccels. Addifon s Cato. 
To Spen d. v. n. 

1. To make expence. 

Henceforth your tongue muft fpend at lefler rate, 

Than in its flames to wrap a nation’s fate. Dryden. 

He fpends as a perfon who knows that he muft come to a 
reckoning. South. 

2. To prove in the ufe. 

Butter [pent as if it came from the richer foil. Temple. 

3. To be loft or wafted. 

The found fpaideth and is diflipated in the open air; but in 
fuch concaves it is confervcd and contracted. Bacon. 

On mountains, it may be, many dews fall, that fpend before 
they come to the valleys. Bacon. 

4. To be employed to any ufe. 

There have been cups and an image of Jupiter made of 
wild vines; for the vines that they ufe for wine are fo often 
cut, that their fap fpendeth into the grapes. Bacon. 

Spe'nder. n.f. [from fpend.] 

1. One who fpends. 

Let not your recreations be lavifh fpenders of your time; 
but healthful, (hort, and apt to refrelE you. Taylor. 

2. A 
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